
Dear Church Family, 

The scriptures are the only source of truth and light for our lives. Revelation 22:18-19 
explains that anyone adding to or deleting from scripture is doomed. There are 96 other 
scriptures in support of this truth. What the Bible teaches about sin should be taken to 
heart. Sin is central to the human condition and we fall so easily into sin. In fact the Bible 
is clear that everyone sins (Romans 3:10). 

We sin unaware in many instances. If someone tells us a lie and we believe and repeat it, 
then we too are caught up in a lie. We are all forgetful, and a failing memory can result in 
an unintentional sin. Have you ever run a red light not meaning to? At times, without even 
realizing it, we may not judge the light’s change correctly. Ever speak in anger and wish 
you could take it back? Romans 5:20 teaches that grace covers unintentional sin.   

All sin is forgivable except the blaspheming of the Holy Spirit, of course. There is never a 
lack of grace. In fact John 1:14 lets us know our Savior is full of grace. God’s grace is 
sufficient and we all need it every day. However, there is another type of sin that humans 
get caught up in and this is willful, intentional, ongoing sin - regardless of God or His 
Word. For this, we are also doomed according to Hebrews 10:26-27. A glaring example is 
sexual immorality. All forms of perversion, including fornication and adulatory, are willful 
sins. Those who support others trapped in a willful condition of sin themselves are guilty. 

We may call ourselves Christian. We may act like a Christian. We may even talk like a 
Christian. However, if we are involved in willful intentional sin the Word is clear that we 
are not Christian. Remember, “Just because kittens are born in an oven doesn’t make 
them biscuits!” Just because a person goes to church, purports salvation, stands in a 
pulpit, or is a denominational leader - does not necessarily mean that they are saved. We 
must be on guard like Gideon, guarding our lives and our walk. 

We must not commit willful sin. We must remember the words of Jesus’ brother Jude, 
“And of some have compassion, making a difference and others save with fear, pulling 
them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.” 

Grace and His peace, 
Pastor Ralph 

NASHVILLE UMC 
Offering Better Life Through Christ 

C o n n e c t i n g  Po i n t  -  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 8  



 

Children & Youth 
Children & Youth Sunday Nights: Our Sunday night children and youth programs return 
Sunday, Sept. 9 at 5pm! All King’s Kids (Pre-K through 5th grade) that did not attend VBS should 
pre-register. Youth PAC also has a sign up online. Both links are on WWW.NASHVILLEUMC.NET. 
Questions? Contact nichole@nashvilleumc.net (children) or kaitlyn@nashvillumc.net (youth). 

Christmas Musical: Joanna Hale will direct our children's Christmas musical again this year! 
Main speaking role auditions for “Straight Outta Bethlehem” will be held on Sept. 9 at 4pm in 
Braswell Hall, prior to the start of King's Kids. (All King’s Kids will be part of the chorus and do not 
need to audition.) The play will be performed on Sunday, Dec 2 at 10am and 4:00pm. {If your 4th 
or 5th grader wants to participate in the new Youth Choir and audition for a main role in the 
Christmas play, email nichole@nashvilleumc.net. We will work with children who want to do 
both!} 

11am Children's Church: We will launch a combined Children's Church during both 11am 
services beginning Sept. 9. To make this ministry successful, we need individuals to sign-up to 
serve on monthly rotational teams. A curriculum will be provided. 11am Children's Church will not 
be possible without support from volunteers. Contact nichole@nashvilleumc.net to plug in today! 

Scouts:  Scout Troop 76 will resume meetings in September. If you are interested in Cub 
Scouts, Wolves, Weblos, or Tigers contact Sid Curtis at sjcurtis14@gmail.com 

WDS Registration: We have very limited openings in our Pre-K and 18-24 month classes. If you 
have any questions about our Weekday School or would like to schedule a visit, contact Denise 
Calloway at school@nashvilleumc.net or 459-7636. 

Children & Youth Email Updates: The best way to stay updated on children and youth events 
is through the weekly email updates. To get on the distribution list, contact 
nichole@nashvilleumc.net (King’s Kids), ps1powell@embarqmail.com (Youth PAC), or 
kaitlyn@nashvilleumc.net (Pathfinders).  

Sunday School: Build lasting friendships and explore and learn strong Biblical teachings in 
Sunday School. High School meets in the Basement, Middle School meets upstairs in A201, and 
Children meet in the classrooms behind Braswell Hall at 10am. 

Youth Choir: A Youth Choir will begin on Sept. 9 at 4pm in the choir room for youth in 4th 
through 8th grades. Other youth who desire to be involved and love to sing praises in church 
services are invited to come. We will meet on the same schedule as Kings Kids. Contact Ellen 
Ward 459-5679 or Amy Elks 459-3787 if interested. 

Calendars: King’s Kids, Youth PAC, and Pathfinders fall calendars are available on the website 
(www.nashvilleumc.net/youth and www.nashvilleumc.net/children). We also have hard copies in 
the Information Centers. You can always view the entire church calendar on our website and if 
you are a Google user, copy events to your personal calendar! 

Now Hiring Nursery: Our nursery staff is growing to match the growing needs of our church. We 
are especially seeking people with daytime and nighttime availability. If interested contact 
Jennifer Bunn at Jennifer@nashvilleumc.net. 
 



 

Wanting More 
In January I stopped watching the morning news. Being up early with a baby, I’d fallen 
into the habit of turning on the local and national newscasts each morning, only to hear 
tragedy after tragedy, day after day. Every morning my heart would break all over again 
as I saw more evidence of the broken world all around us.  

It’s been nearly nine months since I’ve intentionally watched a televised newscast, but 
every now and then I’ll catch a snippet of the news before switching the channel. Within a 
30-second window this morning, headlines broke including an update on the Florida 
videogame shooting-suicide that killed 3 and injured 11; the Chicago house fire where 8 
girls were killed during a sleepover; and the father of the murdered Iowa college runner 
who was ready to speak out. 23 tragedies within a 30-second report. 

I don’t know about you, but I yearn for more evidence of the presence of God’s disciples 
in today’s world instead of the dramatized, often glorified works of the enemy. I want 
more. I want more hope. I want more Good News. I want to fill my head and heart with 
stories of encouragement that lift my spirits and spur me on to do more for others. I want 
more Truth and less tragedy. 

And as cliché as it sounds, I know that the changes I want to see in the world have to 
begin with me. 

As someone who counsels families through hardships and heartbreaks, I don’t need a 
newscaster to tell me that people are hurting. And not just those in other countries or 
states, but the person across town. The family down the street. Maybe the family next 
door. Or the person sitting next to you in the pew.  

We are all hurting, and many of us suffer in silence. Carrying burdens too heavy for 
human shoulders to bear. We all need more – more Jesus and more from each other. 
We need to love more, and live like we know we are loved. We need to shine His light so 
brightly that within 30-seconds of someone encountering us, they see Jesus. 

"I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will 
have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world." 

John 16:33 

As Pastor Ralph often says, “Love somebody today.” Chances are good they need it… 
(and you do too!). 

In His Love, 
Dr. Nichole Huff 
Director of Children and Family Ministries 



Submitted by Erin Binkley 

La Estrella Resplandeciente is a local ministry 
our church supports that provides tutoring, 
meals, games, and a time of worship on 
Saturday mornings for Hispanic children in 
Stanhope. Volunteers can sign up for a 
Saturday and help provide tutoring in English, 
serve lunch and play with the kids. I have 
volunteered over the past few years and each 
time I visit I am greeted by smiling faces from 
both the volunteers and the children. All of the 
kids are so happy to have a place to go on 
Saturday mornings to interact with the other 
children and leaders, as well as learn more 
about God and get help with their academics.  
 

Many of the children come from homes where 
the first language is Spanish, which means they 
have to work harder to succeed in the 
classroom. La Estrella helps them grow 
academically, but also spiritually so that they 
can reach their God given potential.  

The first time I visited La Estrella was with 
the church youth group and I didn’t really 
expect that I would continue to volunteer. 
However, I enjoyed my time there so much 
that I wanted to come back to serve. I 
wanted to support a ministry that is 
investing in the lives of young children by 
showing them love and attempting to meet 
their needs. Volunteering at La Estrella 
has been a wonderful experience for me 
and has helped me be more thankful for 
the blessings God has given me. 

 

La Estrella Replandeciente 

If you are interested in volunteering at La Estrella, 
Contact Dennis or Kay Coggins at 459-3933 or 
dkacog@embarqmail.com. 



It’s the most wonderful time of the year (even though school is starting back).  

I can remember very vividly memories of this time of year while I was in grade school; 
the dreaded first day back to school and the torture of hearing my mother say those 
awful words, “Luke, time to get up and go to school.” To a grade school child, those 
are haunting words - especially for the first few weeks of school. 

However, I also loved that time of year because as a boy who grew up on a farm,  
school starting back meant no more work in the tobacco patch, all the hunting  
seasons were just around the corner, and College Football was back! These are  
the things that made it the most wonderful time of year for me.  

I think life is a lot how we deal with what happens to us and this is especially true  
for teachers and students during this time of year. After having a nice (but never long 
enough) summer break, both parties must venture back into the hallowed  
hallways of schools. And really, it’s not a choice, we must do it. However, that doesn’t 
mean it has to be awful and dreaded, it can be an adventure - a journey! 

Someone once told me that you always need to have something that you really  
look forward to in life. Whether it be a date with your spouse, a trip to the beach, a 
vacation day away from school or the possibility of a snow day – it can be very healthy 
to keep our eyes focused on things that bring us joy. 

There is a story about a seasoned teacher who gave some advice to a younger 
teacher who was fresh out of college and ready to change the world.  The younger 
teacher had spent 4 years in college preparing to teach and educate the minds of 
many youth, however all the prep worked failed in comparison to the advice that the 
seasoned teacher gave when she said, “Be sure not to like your students – love them.  
For in loving your students, you approach them not for the annoying little buggers they 
can be, but you approach them as sinners loved by an incredible Savior in need of 
much love – just like you need love. For in loving your students you will somehow start 
liking them.” 

The younger teacher took the advice and noticed that it was true and she starting  
looking forward to each day because she got the chance to love children who were not 
loved at home. She noted that the beginning of the school year was the most 
wonderful time of year because she had another batch of children who she had the 
opportunity to love and soon like. 

To all the teachers and students  here is the prayer I offer for you to say every day, 
“Surround me Lord with the Life of Christ, Cover me Lord with the Blood of Christ, and 
Seal me Lord with the Cross of Christ.” 

Choose Joy, 
Luke 
Reprinted from September 2014 
 

 

Prayer for Students & Teachers 



Dear Church Family, 

Over the past year, our church has been truly blessed by God in wonderful ways. In April, 
Nashville UMC celebrated 100 years of worship in our sanctuary. What a wonderful time of 
fellowship and spirit-filled worship that was! We have continued to have growth in 
membership, with 36 people joining the church in 2018. Our average worship attendance has 
continued to steadily increase, which has prompted church leadership to start an additional 
worship service beginning on Sept. 9. Our children and youth ministries continue to grow. The 
2018 ASP team and Vacation Bible School were both the largest groups in church history! 
We have a devoted and dedicated church staff that supports our congregation AND the 
community in ways that most of us never even see. Simply put, God is working miracles in 
and through our church each and every day.…just because He loves us and WE continue to 
be faithful in following His truth and will for His church. 

Growth and expansion does not come without financial responsibility. While 2018 saw a 
substantial increase in pledges (20% over 2017), expenses have also increased since 
January. Many of these expenses were unexpected. For example, several of our HVAC 
systems required replacement at a cost of $13,200. With our worship center and children’s 
wing being 17 years old this year, we are seeing an upturn in other required maintenance 
items to keep our church operating smoothly. Needless to say, 2018 has been a year of many 
blessings that also brings much responsibility. 

Many of these unexpected expenses occured at the beginning of the fiscal year, which has 
affected our overall yearly budget. Over the last several months, while we have  
continued to ‘close the gap’ between revenue and expenses, we still find ourselves with an 
approximately $50,000 deficit. The Finance Team certainly believes that we will continue to 
reduce this deficit for the remainder of the year, but we also want to be transparent on our 
current financial position.  

One item the Finance Team is considering is temporarily suspending the monthly “Future 
Building Fund” payments. These are payments that we essentially make to ourselves to put 
money aside for future capital investment in additional building(s), remodeling, renovations, 
etc. We firmly believe that planning for the future is the way to continue to grow God’s 
kingdom in a wise and prudent way. While this action may help close the gap, we still need 
your help in maintaining a positive financial target. The Finance Team asks for your 
consideration in supporting our church’s financial goals. Please be assured that none of our 
budgeted work areas are spending money frivolously, but overall, the church is simply falling 
slightly behind in collecting monies needed to stay in line with our expenses. 

We are getting ready to begin our season of Stewardship very soon. As we start to plan 
church finances for next year, we ask that you all be in thoughtful prayer of how you can 
continue the diligent work of being a good steward to NUMC for the remainder of 2018. If you 
are able to increase your giving for 2018, it would be greatly appreciated as we continue to 
review the monthly budget reports. 

Thank you for your support of God’s work through NUMC with your prayers, presence, gifts, 
service, and witness. 

 

Letter from Finance 



 

 

Book Review 
THE SIMPLE FAITH  

OF MISTER ROGERS 
Submitted by Jackie Swindell 

When reporting on Fred Rogers’ death on 
NBC Nightly News, reporter Bob Faw made 
this comment: 

“The real Mister Rogers never preached, 
[never] even mentioned God [on his show]…
He never had to.”  He was a man who 
seemed to live out the words of St. Francis of 
Assissi: “Preach the gospel at all times; if 
necessary, use words.” 

Fred Rogers believed that the best gift we can offer anybody is our honest self. He 
offered his best gift daily from Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood to his audience. Although 
the show was aimed at an audience of children, there were many testimonies from 
adults who found hope and love and the offer of friendship in the quiet, gentle ways of 
Mister Rogers. 

Although he started out in seminary intending to be a Presbyterian minister in a church, 
he soon felt drawn to a different kind of ministry. His pulpit would be the fast developing 
area of television. Through this medium, he shared for over thirty years the basics of 
the Christian faith: forgiveness, kindness, compassion, and respect. Along with these 
he drew them into an understanding of the importance of taking time, being silent and 
strengthening the inner life. 

This little book offers much food for thought. In this day of such complexity, Fred 
Rogers’ message is simple and straight-forward. “And so, for me, being quiet and slow 
is being myself, and that is my gift.” Using his gift, he shared with children and adults 
that they are each unique and loved by the Creator. Knowing that they can then look at 
their neighbor and realize that they also are unique and loved by the Creator. 

* You can check out a copy of this book in our church library. We hope to offer more book reviews in the 
future. If you have read a book from our library that you enjoyed, consider submitting a book review to 
info@nashvilleumc.net. 



Additional Service: We’re only a few weeks away from our 11:00 additional contemporary 
service, which begins on Sept 9. We want to personally welcome anyone God sends to this 
additional service and we need your help in being there, ready to greet them. If you plan on 
attending this service or could stay after Sunday school to help, please call, text, or email Wayne 
at wayne@nashvilleumc.net or 252-903-5761. 

Worship Team: We are seeking additional members for our Sunday morning contemporary  
worship team. Auditions are open to those 16 years and older interested in using their musical 
talents to bring glory to God and lead others into His presence. For more information, contact 
Jackson at Jackson@nashvilleumc.net or 452-0644. 

Help Wanted: The Weekday School has an opening for an assistant in the 2 year old class. 
Hours are Monday—Thursday from 8:30-12:30. Contact Denise at 903-4202 for more information 
or send a resume to school@nashvilleumc.net. 

Disciple 4 Bible Study: Disciple 4 Bible Study will begin Sept. 4 at 6:30pm. If you are interested 
please contact Wayne Lamm at 252-903-5761 or Chris Cobb at 252-813-6821.  

Methodist Men's Breakfast: Our UMM Breakfast will be on Sunday, Sept. 9 at 7:30am in 
Cockrell Hall. All men are invited for great food, fellowship, and a short meeting to discuss 
upcoming ministry events.  

Discovering Spiritual Gifts: Beginning on Sept. 9, we will begin offering two spiritual gifts 
classes to help Christians learn their unique spiritual gifts and encourage each other to use them. 
Lynne Hobbs will facilitate a Sunday morning class at 10:00 in Cockrell Hall for 8 weeks. Lynn 
Ward will offer 4 Sunday night sessions at 5:15pm. Cost is $16. There are brochures and sign up 
sheets in the Gathering Area. 

ASP:  Planning and registration for Appalachia Service Project 2019 is underway. If you’d like to 
attend next summer, come to a Kickoff Meeting on Sunday, Sept. 9 at 4pm in Cockrell Hall.  
Contact Lewis Smith at eatnsmoke4u@gmail.com or 252-903-9848 or for more information . 

Blood Drive:  Just 30 minutes of your time can mean life for up to three people in need of blood. 
Sign-up now for the Red Cross Blood Drive on Monday, Sept. 10 from 2:30—6:30pm in Cockrell 
Hall. For more information or to schedule a donation time, contact Brian Lindquist at 314-7211 or 
Link2Brian@aol.com . 

Walk for Life: Help make a difference! Teens, women, and families need to hear that life is 
sacred. Walk or sponsor someone in the Your Choice Resource Center Walk for Life on Sept. 14. 
For information and sponsor forms, visit Pattie Mercer in the Gathering Area on Sunday mornings, 
or call her at 459-2146. 

Movie Night: The United Methodist Men will be showing I Can Only Imagine on  
Saturday, Sept. 14 at 6:30pm in Braswell Hall. We’ll have lots of popcorn, so invite a friend and 
come for a great movie with an wonderful message of love and redemption.  

Bone Marrow Donor Registration Drive: Our first ever BMDR Drive will be held in Cockrell Hall 
from 10am-2pm on Saturday, Sept. 15. The process is simple. Information is available in the 
Gathering Area or by contacting Brian Lindquist at 314-7211 or Link2Brian@aol.com.  

Camp-4-Kids Flower Sale:  Our children and youth campers will be selling flats of pansies and 
mums in various colors and sizes and for fall plantings. Contact Bobbie Smith at 903-9859 for 
more information. Order forms are available in the Gathering Area and due on Sept. 16. Plants 
will be delivered on Sept. 19. 

 

Events 



prayers 
Do you have a prayer request or 
want to pray for those in need? Join 
our Prayer Chain.  

Contact our office at 459-7178 or 
info@nashvilleumc.net to be added 
to the email or phone distribution list. 

Submit prayer requests to 252-459-
7178 or info@nashvilleumc.net. Join 
our Prayer Warriors on Tuesday 
mornings at 7am in the Parlor for 
Prayers with the Pastor. They pray 
for our community, country, and all 
prayer requests in the church. 

Nashville United Methodist Church 

@nashvilleUMCNC 

stay connected 
Get schedules for Children, Youth, and Adults at our 
Information Centers located at both entrances. You will 
also find brochures on various ministry groups, Church 
Council Minutes, and more. 

Save a tree and postage costs by receiving your  
newsletter via email or view the newsletter anytime at 
www.NashvilleUMC.net. 

To schedule a church event, complete the church event 
form at WWW.NASHVILLEUMC.NET/RESOURCES and submit 
to info@nashvilleumc.net 

 

Events 
Costa Rica Missions: The 2019 date has been set!! Join the team and travel to Liberia, 
Costa Rica on Feb. 7-18 as we bring the love of Jesus Christ and help make a difference in 
that community. If you are interested in helping with building improvements and ministering to 
our friends at Fuente de Gracia (Source of Grace) Evangelical Methodist Church, contact Reid 
Hildreth (373-1131) or Dennis Coggins (908-4033). 

Methodism 101: Anyone interested in joining NUMC or members who want a refresher on our 
core beliefs and mission are invited to this class. No need to sign up, just come to the Parlor 
on Monday, September 17 at 6:30pm.  

S.A.M.:  After a summer break, our Senior Adult Ministry will have their first meeting on Sept. 
18 at 12pm. Invite a friend and bring your own sandwich. Contact Victoria at 459-2396 for 
more information. 

Clergy Day Apart:  NUMC is hosting this conference event on Sept. 19 from 9:30-noon. 
Bishop Hope Morgan Ward will be speaking to pastors throughout the NC conference. If you 
are able to assist as a welcome team to show radical hospitality to our guests, contact the 
office at 252-459-7178 or info@nashvilleumc.net. 

A Day with God:  Forgiven Ministry seeks to build ties between prisoners and their  
children. They will be hosting A Day with God event at NUMC on October 5-6. We are  
partnering with many churches in the area to provide support for the children and families 
involved. Contact Kirk Woodard at 904-4917 for more information.  

Youth Worship: Our youth have a worship service as part of their Sunday night  
activities. Beginning on Sept. 9, everyone is invited to the basement from 6:15-6:45 for music 
led by the youth band, scripture, and sermon by Pastor Luke.   

Church Directory:  We’ve been blessed with so many new families this year at NUMC and 
our directory needs to be updated. We’d love to have every family that attends in the directory. 
We’ll be taking pictures in the spring, but it you have a family picture from this summer, please 
send it now to info@nashvilluemc.net. 



Do You Have an  
Upcoming Event? 

Schedule events using the Church 
Event Form in the workroom or 
online atNASHVILLEUMC.NET/RESOURCES. 

Additions to the bulletin should be 
sent to the church office by Mondays 
at noon. Newsletter deadline is the 
10th.  
You can also find finance guidelines, 
bus reservation information, and 
more—all  on the RESOURCES 
webpage. 

Attendance 
2018 YTD Attendance 

Contemporary: 284 
Traditional: 87 

Thursday Nights: 39 
Sunday Night Youth Worship: 45 

Average of all Services: 460 
Includes combined and special services. 

 

Facts & Figures 



Weekly Events Special Dates 
Sundays 
  8:30am Contemporary Service 

10:00am Sunday School 

11:00am Traditional Service 

  4:00pm Youth Choir Practice : Choir Rm 
 (Beginning Sept. 9) 

  5:00pm Children & Youth (Beginning Sept. 9) 

  6:00pm Ralph’s Small Group : Parlor 

  6:15pm Youth Worship : Basement 
 (Beginning Sept. 9) 
Monday 
  7:00am WICK Emmaus : Hardee’s  

  6:30pm Crown Bible Study : Basement 

  6:30pm Disciple IV : Library 

  7:00pm Bells of Praise : Handbell Room 

Tuesday 
  7:00am Prayers with the Pastor : Parlor 

  8:30am Men’s Bible Study : Bus Garage 

  7:00pm Praise & Worship Band Practice  

  7:00pm AA : Bus Garage 

  8:00pm NarAnon : Basement 

Wednesday 

  6:15am Youth Bible Study : Sheetz 

  3:00pm NES Mentoring : Cockrell Hall 

  6:30pm Begin Band Group : Parlor 

  6:30pm Choir Practice  

  6:30pm Adult Bible Study : Basement 

  7:00pm Worship Team Practice  

  8:00pm NA : Bus Garage 

Thursday 
  6:30pm Thursday Praise & Worship 
 Braswell Hall 

Saturday 
10:00am La Estrella Ministry 
 4118 W Hwy 97,Stanhope 

Team Meetings: 
Sept. 4 Finance, 7pm : Parlor   

Sept. 5 Admin Chair Breakfast 
 6am : Dortches 

Sept. 9 Stephen Ministry 
  5:00 : Men’s Bible Class 

Sept. 12 Trustees, 7pm : A205 

Sept. 18 WDS Meeting, 6pm: Chapel 

 

MORE WORSHIP BEGINS! 
8:30 & 11:00 Contemporary 

11:00 Traditional 

Sept. 3 & 6  NUMC @ Compassion Café 
 11am : Bus Garage 

Sept 4 Disciple 4 Bible Study begins 
 6:30pm : Men’s Bible Class 

Sept. 9 UMM Breakfast 
 7:30am : Cockrell Hall 

 

 

 
 

 Youth Choir Practice Begins 
 4:00pm : Choir Room 

 ASP Kick-off Meeting 
 4:00pm : Cockrell Hall 

 Children & Youth resume @ 5pm 

Sept. 10 Blood Drive, 2:30 : Cockrell Hall 

Sept 14 UMM Movie Night 
 6:30pm : Braswell Hall 

Sept 15 Walk-4-Life 
 8:00am : Englewood Park 

 Bone Marrow Donor Registration 
 10am-2pm : Cockrell Hall 

Sept 17 Methodism 101, 6:30pm : Parlor 

Sept 18 S.A.M, 12pm : Cockrell Hall 

Sept. 19 Clergy Day Apart 
 9:30am : Braswell Hall 

Sept. 24 Church Council 
 7pm : Cockrell Hall 
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